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tice of the Supreme Court is made the presiding officer in
the Senate when the President is put upon trial on articles
of impeachment. Chief Justice Chase claimed that he was
to be addressed as " Chief Justice." That claim was recog-
nized by the counsel for the President and by some mem-
bers of the Senate. The managers claimed that he was there
as the presiding officer, and not in his judicial capacity. He
was addressed by the managers and by some of the Senators
as " Mr. President."

There was a difference of opinion in the Senate, and a dif-
ference between the managers and the counsel for the re-
spondent, as to the right of the presiding officer to rule upon
questions of law and evidence arising in the course of the
trial. Under the rule of the Senate as adopted, the rulings of
the President were to stand unless a Senator should ask for
the judgment of the Senate.

Other instances occurred which do not possess historical
value, but were incidents unusual in judicial proceedings.
When the Judiciary Committee of the House was entering
upon the investigation of the conduct of President Johnson,
General Butler expressed the opinion that upon the adoption
of articles of impeachment by the House the President would
be suspended in his office until the verdict of the Senate.
As this view was not accepted by the committee, I made these
remarks in my opening speech to the House after a review of
the arguments for and against the proposition:

" I cannot doubt the soundness of the opinion that the
President, even when impeached by the House, is entitled
to his office until he has been convicted by the Senate."

This view was accepted.

At the first meeting of the managers I was elected chair-
man by the votes of Mr. Stevens, General Logan, and General
Butler. Mr. Bingham received the votes of Mr. Wilson and
Mr. Williams. Upon the announcement of the vote, Mr.